Predictors of outcome of low birth weight infants. A review of the literature and methodological issues.
This article provides a summary of the attempts of various researchers to establish predictive relationships between certain perinatal risk factors and the neurologic outcome in the very low birth weight population and outlines some of the methodological problems inherent in developmental research. Information gathered through current assessment methods has limited prognostic value and should be used judiciously in decision making about diagnosis or intervention.